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Ground Rules

• Keep cell phones off during the training

• Questions and comments are encouraged

• Everyone will have an opportunity to speak• Everyone will have an opportunity to speak

and share their thoughts at the appropriate

times

• Be supportive of all participants



Agenda – Day 1

8:30 – 9:15 Module 1 – Introduction and Course Overview

9:15 – 9:45 Module 2 – Defining Erosion and It’s Impacts

9:45 – 10:00 Break

10:00 – 12:00 Module 2 – continued

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch12:00 – 1:00 Lunch

1:00 – 1:30 Module 3 – History of the ESC and SWM Laws

1:30 – 2:30 Module 4 – Statutory and Regulatory Requirements of a

VESCP

2:30 – 2:45 Break

2:45 – 4:00 Module 5 - Virginia ESC Minimum Standards



Agenda – Day 2

8:30 – 10:00 Module 6 – Erosion and Sediment Control Planning

Process

10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 12:00 Module 6 continued (vegetation)

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch12:00 – 1:00 Lunch

1:00 – 2:00 Module 6 continued (structures)

2:00 – 2:15 Break

2:15 – 4:00 Module 7 - Plan Review Process and Exercise



Module 1a.

Introduction
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The Virginia Erosion and
Sediment Control Program

VESCPs operate at the local
level

Regulatory requirement for
programs to prevent the

unreasonable degradation of
properties, stream channels,

waters, and other natural
resources

Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Program
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VESCP Requirements

 Each County and City must have

their own local ESC program, and

Towns “may” adopt a program.Towns “may” adopt a program.

 Each VESCP program is operated

locally by a ESC Ordinance which is

authorized by the VESCL
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VESCP Requirements

 Program “shall contain a certified

program administrator, a certifiedprogram administrator, a certified

plan reviewer, and a certified

project inspector, who may be the

same person.” (§ 62.1-44.15:52 )
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Integration of the Programs

Stormwater
Management

Flood Plain
Management

Erosion and
Sediment
Control

Flood
Insurance

Chesapeake
Bay

Preservation
Act
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Some major changes include:

July 1, 2013DCR DEQ

• Erosion and Sediment Control

• Stormwater

• Chesapeake Bay Preservation

• MS4

• TMDL
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Module 1b.

Training and certification
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Training and Certification

• The VESCL requires individuals working

in a VESCP who perform certain duties

to hold a certificate of competenceto hold a certificate of competence

• This is also true for those working in a

VSMP
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Training and Certification

• The certificate of competence is issued

to individuals who successfully pass the

examination for a certain classification

• The DEQ training and certification• The DEQ training and certification

program has two areas in which

certificates are issued:

– Erosion and Sediment Control

– Stormwater Management
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Erosion and Sediment Control Exam
Eligibility Training (9VAC25-850)

Program
Administrator

ESC 2-day
Basic

Inspector
ESC 2-day
Basic

ESC 1-day
InspectorBasic

Plan Reviewer
ESC 2-day
Basic

Combined
Administrator

ESC 2-day
Basic

Inspector

ESC 2-day
Plan Reviewer

ESC 1-day
Inspector

2-day
ESC Plan
Reviewer

MODULE 1b. | TRAINING & CERTIFICATION PAGE 11



Stormwater Management Exam
Eligibility Training (9VAC25-850)

Program
Administrator

SWM 2-day
Basic

Inspector
SWM 2-day
Basic

SWM 1-day
InspectorBasic

Plan Reviewer
SWM 2-day
Basic

Combined
Administrator

SWM 2-day
Basic

Inspector

SWM 2-day
Plan Reviewer

SWM 1-day
Inspector

2- day
SWM Plan
Reviewer
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• The other path to obtaining a certificate

Training
Experience

• The other path to obtaining a certificate

of competence is through work

experience

– Minimum 800 hours

– Verified when you apply for exam
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SWM Program
Administrator

SWM Inspector

Dual Certificates of Competence
(9VAC25-850)

ESC Program
Administrator

ESC Inspector Dual Inspector

Dual Program
Administrator

SWM Inspector

SWM Plan
Reviewer

SWM Combined
Program
Administrator

ESC Inspector

ESC Plan
Reviewer

ESC Combined
Administrator

Dual Inspector

Dual Plan Reviewer

Dual Combined
Program
Administrator
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Professional Engineers
(9VAC25-850)

• ESC

– Automatically certified as ESC Plan

Reviewers

– Not automatically certified as ESC

Special PE
Provisions

– Not automatically certified as ESC

Inspector or ESC Program Administrator

• SWM

– Not automatically certified for any

classification (see 9VAC25-850-50)
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The Exam

• Open book

• You are allowed to bring 3 bound

reference documents (3 ring binders)

• Typically, the DEQ ESC handbook and

participant guides from your courses are

adequate

• No loose papers or practice quizzes!
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The Exam

• You will need to download the latest

versions of the Law, regulations and

certification regulations from the DEQ

website:website:
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The Exam-What can I bring?

• Allowed Items

• Three 3-ring binders

• Reference materials (see page 5)• Reference materials (see page 5)

• Dividers (any type)

• Sticky tabs (any type)
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The Exam-What can I bring?

• Allowed

• Handwritten notes on reference materials

• Handwritten notes on dividers

• Handwritten headings on sticky tabs

• Highlighted reference materials

• Typed table of contents/index

(Created by candidate)
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The Exam-What can I bring?

• NOT Allowed

• Loose paper

• Handwritten notes on separate paper• Handwritten notes on separate paper

• Typed notes

• Practice quizzes

• PowerPoint presentations
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The Exam

Inspector
2 hours

Plan
Reviewer
3 hours

Combined
Administrator
4 hours

Program
Administrator
2 hours

You do not have time to look up all the answers!
Come prepared

Come rested
Come comfortable
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Did I Pass?

• You will be notified of your exam results

• If you fail the exam, you will be eligible

to take it again up to one year without

submitting an additional applicationsubmitting an additional application

• Exam re-takes are NOT free

• You must get a minimum of 70% on the

exam to pass
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Maintaining your Certificate and
Re-certification

• Certificates valid for three years

• Re-certify before the expiration date

• How to re-certify:

Valid for
3 yrs

– Re-take the exam before the expiration date on

your current certificate

– Attend the DEQ training courses required for

your individual certificate

– Complete the required amount of contact or

CEU hours

MODULE 1b. | TRAINING & CERTIFICATION PAGE 13



“Provisional” Certification
(9VAC25-850-50)

• 12 months to complete training

• 12 months from completion of training• 12 months from completion of training

to obtain certificate of competence
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Responsible Land Disturber
(RLD)

• Certificate issued by the Department

• Intended for individuals who are responsible
for carrying out the land-disturbing activity in
accordance with the approved ESC plan

• RLD may be the owner, applicant, permittee,
designer, superintendent, project manager,
contractor, or any other project or
development team member

• RLD must be designated on the ESC plan or
permit as a prerequisite for engaging in LDA
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• BEST ADVICE!
Preparing for Exam

• Our advice for test-takers is to take time to

study the material before taking your

exam.

• Read the Candidate Information

Booklet. Pay close attention to the “Exam

Content Outline” which tell you exactly

where questions are pulled from.

MODULE 1b. | TRAINING & CERTIFICATION



• BEST ADVICE!
Preparing for Exam

• All reference materials for the exam are
noted in the Candidate Information
Booklet and are available on the DEQ
Training Website and/or are provided in
training classes.training classes.

• To obtain a copy of the Candidate
Information Booklet and for more
information on the SWM & ESC exams, visit
the DEQ Training & Certification web page.
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Updates from OTS

www.deq.virginia.gov/connectwithdeq/
trainingcertification.aspx



www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/Training
Certification/ExamInformation.aspx





For further questions regarding training

and certification, please look at our FAQ

which can be found on the DEQ

website:website:

www.deq.virginia.gov/Connect

WithDEQ/TrainingCertification.aspx
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End of Module 1End of Module 1
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